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Pronunciation of final “ed” 

· How to Pronounce «-ed» in English

· The past simple tense and past participle of all regular verbs end in «-ed». For example:

	base verb
	past simple
	past participle

	work
	worked
	worked


· In addition, many adjectives are made from the past participle and so end in «-ed». For example:
I like painted furniture. 

· The question is: How do we pronounce the «-ed»?
· The answer is: In 3 ways - /Id/ or /t/ or /d/
	If the base verb ends

in one of these sounds:
	example

base verb*:
	example
with «-ed»:
	pronounce
the «-ed»:
	extra

syllable?

	unvoiced
	/t/
	want
	wanted   /ˈwɑːn.ţɪd/
	/ɪd/
	yes

	voiced
	/d/
	end
	Ended   /en.dɪd/
	
	

	unvoiced
	/p/
	hope
	hoped   /`hoʊpt/
	/t/
	no

	
	/f/
	laugh
	Laughed    [læft/lɑːft]
	
	

	
	/s/
	fax
	Faxed   /fakst/
	
	

	
	/(/
	wash
	Washed   /,wɑʃt/
	
	

	
	/t(/
	watch
	Watched   /wɑtʃt/
	
	

	
	/k/
	like
	Liked   /laɪkt/
	
	

	voiced
	all other sounds,
for example...
	play
	played   /pleɪd/
	/d/
	

	
	
	allow
	Allowed   /ə'laʊd/
	
	

	
	
	beg
	Begged   /begd/
	
	


· note that it is the sound that is important, not the letter or spelling. For example, "fax" ends in the letter "x" but the sound /s/; "like" ends in the letter "e" but the sound /k/.

· Exceptions
· The following adjectives ending in «-ed» are always pronounced with /ɪd/:

aged / blessed  / crooked  / dogged  / learned  / naked  / ragged  / wicked  / wretched
Pronunciation of final “-s” or “-es”

· How do we Pronounce the final “-s” or “-es” in English?

· The simple present of all main verbs ends in “-s” or “-es”. For example:

	base verb
	Simple present

	Work

Play 
	Works

Plays


· In addition, all countable nouns end in “-s” or “-es” in the plural. For example:


	Singular noun
	Plural noun

	Taxi

Baby 
	Taxis

Babies


· The question is: How do we pronounce the “-s” or “-es”?
· The answer is: In 3 ways - or or ɪ
	If the verb / noun ends

in one of these sounds:
	example

verb/noun:
	example
with “-s” or “-es”:
	pronounce
the “-s” or “-es”:
	extra

syllable?

	unvoiced
	
	Laugh
	laughs  ɑː
	/s/

Unvoiced
	NO

	
	
	Talk
	Talks ɔː
	
	

	
	
	Stop
	Stops ɑɒ
	
	

	
	
	State
	states  ɪ
	
	

	
	
	Month
	Months mʌnθ
	
	

	
	
	Tax
	Taxes /tæksɪz/
	/ɪz/

Unvoiced
	YES

	
	
	Mase
	Mases ɪɪ
	
	

	
	ʒ
	Judge
	Judges ʒʌʒɪ
	
	

	
	ʃ
	Wash
	Washes ɑʃɪ
	
	

	
	ʃ
	Watch
	Watches ɑʃɪ
	
	

	
	
	Kiss
	Kisses ɪɪ
	
	

	voiced
	All other consonant
Sounds:


ŋ
+ all vowel sounds
	Rub
	Rubs ʌ
	/z/

Voiced
	NO

	
	
	Allow
	Allows ə(ʊ
	
	

	
	
	Beg
	Begs 
	
	

	
	
	Sing
	Sings ɪŋ
	
	

	
	
	Fume
	Fumes ː
	
	

	
	
	Love
	Loves ʌ
	
	

	
	
	Clothe
Loathe
	Clothes əʊð

Loathes /ləʊðz/
	
	

	
	
	Farm
	Farmsɑː
	
	

	
	
	Warn
	Warns ɔɔː
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